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Revised: April 29th, 2018 

SMAC FLYING FIELD REGULATIONS (Revised: April 29th, 2018) 

Due regard must be given to all MAAC safety rules where applicable or appropriate. 

1.      No one may use the field for any purpose unless they are paid up members of the Model 

Aeronautics Association of Canada [MAAC], or its affiliates, and can prove this by producing a valid 

membership card upon request. 

2.      Anyone using the field repeatedly, must be a paid up member of SMAC. Guests from other clubs 

are welcomed as visitors as long as they are members of MAAC or affiliates.  Also, there is to be NO 

SMOKING in the pit area or flight line. 

 3.      For 72 MHz users, the frequency board must be used to show your frequency prior to doing a 

range check or flying. 

4.      Aircraft engines must be started and adjusted only in the designated pit area. Also, engine and 

motor starts should be as close to idle as possible, and if the transmitter is not equipped with a kill 

switch, the idle trim should be set to stop the engine at full down position. In the event of an engine 

failure on the runway prior to takeoff, the aircraft will be removed from the runway before restarting or 

adjusting.  Reference; MAAC Policies and Procedures (MPPD) #12, Item #5. 

5.      Prolonged running of engines in the pit area should be avoided. Models should be positioned so 

that the exhaust residue is not blown on adjacent models and/or equipment. 

6.       A Range check must be performed at the start of each flying day for each aircraft AND after the 

radio equipment has been involved in a crash, either by following the users radio programming for range 

testing, OR by walking out a distance of at least 100' (30m) and checking that all controls are operating 

properly with the antenna fully retracted or folded down. REFER to MAAC Radio Spectrum Safety 

Document MSD # 17, Item # 4. 

7.       There is to be no taxiing of aircraft through the pits from the starting tables to the runway. Also, 

flying from the West Side of the field is not permitted at any time. 

Aircraft must be either carried, and/or under complete physical control (held and pushed by tail section 

to the flight line etc.) by the pilot or helper (if available) to the flight line (yellow fence).  A Helper should 

be used.  Reference MAAC safety code MSD # 7 AND MAAC policies and procedures (MPPD) #5 for the 

need for and duties of spotters and helpers. 

8.      No person other than the pilot and/or the helper is allowed to go on to the runway to launch or 

recover the aircraft. Immediately after launching the aircraft, the pilot will leave the runway and stand in 

the area designated as the “pilot area”. At no time is the pilot or helper to remain in the path of aircraft 

landing or taking off. Children, dogs and other visitors must be confined to the spectator and picnic area. 

9.      When taking off, turns will be away from the spectator area and the pits. Circuits will be flown in a 

manner [left or right rotation] that the aircraft is not flown above spectators, their cars, nor any road or 

pit area. When more than one model is in the air, all models must fly in the same rotation as much as is 

practicable to prevent midair collisions. 

          When taking off, especially when there are other planes in the air, the pilot should announce 

loudly that he is taking off, so that all others can fly accordingly.   
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Pilots in the pit area waiting their turn to fly are to refrain from shouting/yelling or talking to the pilot 

flying as this could disturb the pilot’s concentration. 

10.      In the event of an engine failure in the air, rule 9 above may be waived. In this event, the pilot 

must warn everyone clearly that he is making a “dead stick” approach and that they should watch out 

for the aircraft. This can be done very simply by shouting “dead stick”. Even under these circumstances 

however, every effort should be made by the pilot to keep the aircraft away from spectators and the 

pilot should “dump” the aircraft if it appears to be heading towards any person or object which it might 

damage. 

11.      Each member should be designated as either beginner or qualified pilot. No beginner is allowed to 

fly unless accompanied by a qualified pilot. A qualified pilot shall recommend to the executive 

committee that a beginner be promoted to qualified status. 

12.    If a pilot is flying a gasoline/propane powered airplane he/she is responsible for providing a fire 

extinguisher during their flight. The SMAC club does not have a fire extinguisher; that is the 

responsibility of the individual pilot. Bottom line: for any gas/propane powered aircraft: no fire 

extinguisher, no flight!   

13.    In the event of a collision between two airplanes, both pilots are equally responsible to resolve the 

problem in terms of damages/reparations. The club is not responsible in these situations. 

14.    Every pilot, club member and visitor is responsible for their own garbage. We have containers and 

blue boxes to be used by everyone. Please keep our field clean. 

15.    Every club member must ensure that his or her model is airworthy. This is very important to 

maintain safety at our field. 

16.    Although we have no control line airplanes at this time, they should be flown the south end of the 

field, announcing this to all other pilots. No free flight airplanes are allowed at the field.   

17.    Before flying a quad-copter, helicopter, FPV, or any other non-fixed wing type of aircraft at our 

field, the member of our club must first be a qualified fixed-wing R/C pilot, prior to their subsequently 

having or developing an interest in flying those type of aircraft, following the SMAC rules and regulations 

as well as those of the MAAC. Those members should be aware of the fact that fixed wing aircraft need 

more space to land and take off; therefore, they should make sure that the airspace is clear around 

them and not infringe on the flying spaces of others. 

18.    Those members of the club who are flying larger airplanes and involved in pattern flying such as 

IMAC again should be aware that they may not be able to follow normal circuits. They should caution 

other pilots of their intentions to fly patterns. By doing this, we can accommodate all flyers, fixed wing, 

helicopters, pattern flyers, and maybe even dirigibles. 

19.    Vehicles should be parked as far away from the pit area as is practicable. The club is not 

responsible for damages to vehicles or persons at our field. Please try to move your vehicle as far away 

as possible. 

20.    Any club member, who will not conform to the above rules and regulations may, at the discretion 

of the executive officers of the club, may be reprimanded and/or removed from the club, membership 

fees be refunded, prorated 

END 


